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practised, such as the Indian sub-continent. The idea of racial hierarchy is the status quo
which continues to shape every aspect of our world and our relationships today.

Saddest of all for us, racist assumptions also conditioned the Christianity of our forebears in
the United Reformed Church. The URC, of course, was founded only in 1972, and none of its


https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/jun/18/lloyds-of-london-and-greene-king-to-make-slave-trade-reparations
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/jun/18/lloyds-of-london-and-greene-king-to-make-slave-trade-reparations
https://www.lloyds.com/news-and-insights/news/our-full-statement-on-the-lloyds-markets-role-in-the-slave-trade
https://www.lloyds.com/news-and-insights/news/our-full-statement-on-the-lloyds-markets-role-in-the-slave-trade
mailto:global.intercultural@urc.org.uk

Apology and Confession by the United Reformed Church
(Draft)

We, the General Assembly of the United Reformed Church, are mindful of our own current
history, that of our antecedent bodies, the scriptural and theological groundings of our Basis
of Union, and of our many declarations and resolutions over the years related to justice and
the embracing of the humanity of all our sisters and brothers.

As a Conciliar Church, we have listened to one another as we received the report of Mission
Committee on the ongoing Legacies of the Transatlantic Slave Trade. We have heard the
pain of sisters and brothers who have been hurt and are still being hurt today by its legacies
and by the continuing scourge of racism. We have heard God in Christ speaking to us in
what we believe to be a Kairos moment. We acknowledge our weakness, the ambiguities we
embody, and yet, in a spirit of humility and vulnerability, we are urged on by a movement of
God’s Spirit, calling us to a journey of words and actions born out of what we have felt and
heard, a commitment to a future built on equity, justice and love.



